
 
Regular Open Council Report  

 
 

To:  Her Worship Mayor McKortoff and Members of Council 
From:  Shannon Duong, Planner  
Date:  March 24, 2026 
Subject: Various Land Use Bylaw Amendments 
Tracker No:  BLW-330, BLW-389, BLW-420, BLW-390 
 
Recommendation:  
THAT the Town of Osoyoos Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 1375.11, 2026, 
and the Town of Osoyoos Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 1395.12, 2026, be read a first and 
second time and proceed to public hearing; 

AND THAT Council considers the process, as outlined in this report from the Chief 
Administrative Officer dated March 24, 2026, to be appropriate consultation for the 
purpose of Section 475 of the Local Government Act; 

AND THAT, in accordance with Section 477 of the Local Government Act, Council has 
considered Amendment Bylaw No. 1375.11, 2026, in conjunction with its Financial and 
applicable Waste Management Plans; 

AND THAT the holding of a public hearing be scheduled for the Regular Open Council 
meeting of April 14, 2026; 

AND THAT staff give notice of the public hearing in accordance with the requirements of 
the Local Government Act. 

 
CAO Comments: 
Approved for Council consideration 
 
Executive Summary:  
The purpose of this report is to provide options for Council in relation to proposed amendments 
to the Town’s various land use bylaws in order to address a number of issues identified through 
the day-to-day use of the bylaws. 

 

Background: 
The Town’s Official Community Plan (OCP) Bylaw provides the policy framework for how the 
community will grow and change over time. 
The Town’s Zoning Bylaw implements the OCP policies by regulating land use on a parcel-by-
parcel basis in a manner that is consistent with the Plan. 

Over time, day-to-day use as well as the processing of development proposals can reveal gaps, 
ambiguities, or unintended consequences that weren’t evident during the drafting of these types 
of land use bylaws. 
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Previous Council Consideration 

At its meeting of January 27, 2026, Council resolved to initiate Amendment Bylaw Nos. 1375.11, 
2026 and 1395.12, 2026. 

Referrals: 

Approval from the Ministry of Transportation and Transit (MoTT) is required prior to adoption as 
the proposed amendments involve lands within 800 metres of a controlled access highway (i.e. 
Highway 97 & 3). 

Pursuant to Section 476 of the Local Government Act, the Town must consult with the relevant 
School District when proposing to amend an OCP for an area that includes the whole or any 
part of that School District.  In this instance, School District No. 53 has been made aware of the 
proposed amendment bylaw. 

Pursuant to Section 477 of the Local Government Act, after first reading Council must consider 
the proposed OCP amendment in conjunction with current Town financial plan and Regional 
District waste management plan.  

The proposed OCP amendment has been reviewed by the Regional District of Okanagan-
Similkameen Solid Waste Department and the Town’s Finance Department, and it has been 
determined that the proposed bylaw is consistent with RDOS’s current waste management plan 
and the Town’s financial plan. 

Pursuant to Section 475 of the Local Government Act, the Town must consult with the 
Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) when proposing to amend an OCP which might affect 
agricultural land. Both the ALC and the Ministry of Agriculture have been made aware of the 
proposed amendment bylaws.   

 

Public Process: 

On March 12, 2026, a Public Information Meeting (PIM) was held electronically via video 
conference system (i.e., Zoom) and was not attended by any members of the public. 

Administration recommends that the written notification of affected property owners, the public 
meetings as well as formal referral to the agencies listed at Attachment No. 1, should be 
considered appropriate consultation for the purpose of Section 475 of the Local Government 
Act.   As such, the consultation process undertaken is seen to be sufficiently early and does not 
need to further ongoing. 

All comments received to date in relation to this application are included as a separate item on 
the Regular Open Council Meeting Agenda. 

 

Analysis: 

Given the scope of amendments being proposed to the Town’s land use bylaws, each of the 
proposed amendments will be discussed in the following sub-sections (which have been 
arranged by bylaw type): 
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Official Community Plan (OCP) Bylaw: 

Amendment Bylaw No. 1375.11, 2026 proposes changes to the Town of Osoyoos OCP Bylaw 
No. 1375, 2021, largely relating to development permit areas. 

Specifically, as it pertains to the Riparian Development Permit (RDP) Area, the amendment 
bylaw proposes changes to the exemptions under Section 8.E.5 of the OCP Bylaw. The intent of 
the proposed changes is generally to more closely align with regulations related to riparian 
protection that apply to other parts of Osoyoos Lake (i.e., within Electoral Area “A” in the 
Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen). 

The proposed changes include the addition of new exemption criteria, clarification of existing 
criteria (e.g., boundary adjustments, emergency works), and removal of redundant exemptions 
(i.e., where federal/provincial legislation provides for the same exemption, or where works would 
not otherwise trigger the need for an RDP).  

Additionally, Amendment Bylaw No. 1375.11, 2026 also proposes to correct various map 
schedules within the OCP Bylaw which do not reflect amendments made to those maps under 
Amendment Bylaw Nos. 1375.03, 2024 and 1375.06, 2024, which were adopted by Council on 
June 25, 2024 and September 24, 2024, respectively.  

Zoning Bylaw: 

Amendment Bylaw No. 1395.12, 2026 proposes changes to permitted uses within the General 
Industrial (I1) Zone and vehicle parking space regulations. 

As it pertains to the I1 Zone, Amendment Bylaw No. 1395.12, 2026 proposes to add “alcohol 
production facility” to the list of principal permitted uses under Section 16.1 of the Zoning Bylaw. 
This is in recognition that “craft brewery/distillery” was added as a permitted use within the 
former General Industrial (M1) Zone under previous Zoning Bylaw No. 1085, 1998, following an 
amendment to the bylaw in 2019. 

With respect to vehicle parking space dimension regulations, the proposed changes largely 
seek to align the minimum parking space dimension and aisle width regulations with the Town 
of Oliver, to provide for sub-regional consistency in parking regulations. 

The amendments, as proposed, represent a general reduction in minimum standard-sized 
parking space dimensions and maneuvering aisle width. 

Conversely, it is noted that Council had indicated concerns at their meeting of January 27, 2026 
regarding whether the proposed parking space dimension requirements would be sufficient to 
accommodate larger vehicles (e.g., pickup trucks) which are typically used to tow boats during 
the summer months.  

NOTE: The Zoning Bylaw contains separate requirements specific to boat launch parking 
spaces, which specifically intend to accommodate vehicles with trailers used to tow boats at 
boat launch facilities; however, staff understand the concern to relate to the size of the vehicles 
used to tow the boats (without a boat trailer). 

While the proposed bylaw amendments would be establishing updated minimum parking space 
dimension requirements, staff note that the proposed stall depth requirements may not be able 
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to accommodate the full length of larger mid-size and full-size trucks. In this regard, Council 
may wish to retain the existing parking space dimension and aisle width requirements to 
address the previously identified concern. 

Summary 

For the reasons outlined above, Administration recommends that Amendment Bylaw Nos. 
1375.11, 2026 and 1395.12, 2026, be read a 1st and 2nd time. 

Options: 

1. THAT the Town of Osoyoos Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 1375.11, 2026,
and the Town of Osoyoos Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 1395.12, 2026, be read a first and
second time and proceed to public hearing;

AND THAT Council considers the process, as outlined in this report from the Chief
Administrative Officer dated March 24, 2026, to be appropriate consultation for the purpose
of Section 475 of the Local Government Act;

AND THAT, in accordance with Section 477 of the Local Government Act, Council has
considered Amendment Bylaw No. 1375.11, 2026, in conjunction with its Financial and
applicable Waste Management Plans;

AND THAT the holding of a public hearing be scheduled for the Regular Open Council
meeting of April 14, 2026;

AND THAT staff give notice of the public hearing in accordance with the requirements of the
Local Government Act.

2. THAT the Town of Osoyoos Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 1375.11, 2026,
and the Town of Osoyoos Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 1395.12, 2026, be denied.

Attachments: 
1. Agency Referral List
2. Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 1375.11
3. Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 1395.12
4. Representations
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Attachment No. 1 – Agency Referral List 

Referrals to be sent to the following departments and agencies as highlighted with a , prior to 
Council considering first reading of Amendment Bylaw Nos. 1375.11 and 1395.12: 

 Ministry of Transportation and Transit Chief Administrative Officer 

 Agricultural Land Commission Corporate Officer 

Archaeology Branch Chief Financial Officer 

Interior Health Authority  Operational Services Department 

 Ministry of Agriculture & Food  Building Inspector 

 Ministry of Water, Land and Resource 
Stewardship   Protective Services Department 

 School District #53  Osoyoos Indian Band 

Fortis BC  RDOS 

RCMP 


